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1. Name of Property 



historic name 


Chicago Club 




other names/site number 




2. Location 


street & number 


81 East Van Buren Street 


Not for publication 


city or town 


Chicago 


vicinity 


state Illinois 


code IL county Cook 


code 031 zip code 60605 



3. State/Federal Agency Certification 



As the desispated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1 986, as amended, I hereby certify 

that this /\ nomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for 

registering properties in the National Register ofHistoric Places and meets the procedural and professional 

requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the 

National Register Criteria. I recommend that this property be considered significant nationally 

statewide locally. ( See continuation sheet for additional comments.) 

— /fM * / L 

Signature of certifying official D ate 

Illinois Historic Preserv ation Astencv 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. ( See 

continuation sheet for additional comments.) 



Signature of commenting or other official 



Date 



State or Federal agency and bureau 



American Indian Tribe 



Chicago Club 

Name of Property- 



Cook Count}’, Illinois 

County and State 



4. .National Park Sen ice Certification 



1. hereby certify that this property is: Signature of the Keeper Date of Action 

entered in the National Register 

See continuation sheet. 

determined eligible for the 

National Register 

See continuation sheet. ~ — 

determined not eligible for the 

National Register 



removed from the National Register 



other (explain): 



5. Classification 



Ownership of Property 

(Check as many boxes as apply) 

X_ private 

public-local 

public-State 

public-Federal 

C ategorv of Property 

(Check only one box) 

_X building(s) 

district 

site 

structure 

object 

Number of Resources within Property 

(Do not include previously listed resources in the count) 

Contributing Noncontributing 

1 0 buildings 

0 0 sites 

0 0 structures 

0 0 objects 

1_ _0_ Total 

Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National Register N/A 

Name of related multiple property listing (Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.) 



Chicago Club 

Name of Property 



Cook County , Illinois 

County and State 



6. Function or Use 

Historic Functions (Enter categories from instructions) 
Social/clubhouse 



Current Functions (Enter categories from instructions) 
Social/clubhouse 



7. Description 

Architectural Classification 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

Romanesque 

Materials (Enter categories from instructions) 

Foundation Stone: granite 

Roof Other 

Walls Stone: brownstone 

other Terra Cotta 

Narrative Description (Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation 

sheets.) 



See Continuation Sheets 





Chicago Club 

Name of Property 



Cook Count} , Illinois 

County and State 



8. Statement of Significance ~~ ~~ 

Applicable National Register Criteria (Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for 
National Register listing) 

__X_ A Property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution 
to the broad patterns of our history. 

B Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past. 

— X_ C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction or 

represents the w'ork of a master, or possesses high artistic values, or represents a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components lack individual distinction. 

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield information important in prehistory' or history. 

Criteria Considerations (Mark "X" in all the boxes that apply.) 

A owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes. 

B removed from its original location. 

C a birthplace or a grave. 

D a cemetery. 

E a reconstructed building, object, or structure. 

F a commemorative property. 

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance within the past 50 years. 

Areas of Significance (Enter categories from instructions) 

Architecture 
Commerce 
Social History 
Entertainment/Rccreation 

Period of Significance 1928-1955 Significant Dates 1929 

Significant Person (Complete if Criterion B is marked above) N/A 

Cultural Affiliation N/A 

Architect/Builder Granger, Alfred Hoyt 

Bollenbacher, John Carlisle 

Narrativ e Statement of Significance (Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation 
sheets.) See Continuation Sheet 



Chicago Club 

Name of Property 



Cook County, Illinois 

County and State 



9. Major Bibliographical References 



(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.) 
Previous documentation on file (NPS) 

preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been requested. 

previously listed in the National Register 

previously determined eligible by the National Register 

designated a National Historic Landmark 

recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey # 

recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # 

Primary Location of Additional Data 

State Historic Preservation Office 

Other State agency 

Federal agency 

_X_ Local government 

University 

Other 

Name of repository Commission on Chicago Landmarks, City of Chicago, Department of Planning and 
Development 

10. Geographical Data 



Acreage of Property less than one acre 

UT.M References (Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet) 

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

1 16 448167 4636087 3 “ 

2 4 

See continuation sheet. 

Verbal Boundary Description 

(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.) 

See Continuation Sheet 

Boundary Justification 

(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.) 



See Continuation Sheet 



Chicago Club 

Name of Property 



Cook County, Illinois 

County and State 



1 1. Form Prepared By 

name/title Susan Benjamin and Jean Follett 

organization Benjamin Historic Certifications date October 21, 2004 

street & number 711 Marion telephone 847-432-1865 

city or town Highland Park state Illinois zip code 60035 

Additional Documentation 



Submit the following items with the completed form: 

Continuation Sheets 

Maps 

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location. 

A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. 

Photographs 

Representative black and white photographs of the property. 

Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items) 

Property Owner 

(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.) 
name Chicago Club 

street & number 81 East Van Burcn Street telephone 312-427-1825 

city or town Chicago state Illinois zip code 60605 



Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National 
Register of Historic Places to nominate properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, 
and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a benefit in accordance with the 
National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.). 

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per 
response including the time for reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and 
reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of this form to the Chief, 
Administrative Services Division. National Park Service. P.0. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and 
the Office of Management and Budget. Paperwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington. DC 20503. 
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CONTINUATION SHEET 

Section 7 Pagel Chicago Club, Cook County. Illinois 



SUMMARY 

The Chicago Club is located at 81 East Van Buren. on the southwest corner of Van Buren Street and 
South Michigan Avenue. To the west is an alley. Although the entrance faces Van Buren Street, the Michigan 
Avenue facade has an unobstructed view of Grant Park, and the building that the current club replaced had a 
Michigan Avenue address. The Chicago Club Building was built in two sections. A Romanesque Revival 
"Annex” was built first, constructed in 1927-8 and designed by Alfred H. Granger and John C. Bollenbacher as 
an addition that would match the Romanesque Revival Art Institute Building (dating from 1885), which the 
club had purchased in 1891. In June 1928. shortly after the Annex building was completed and as rehabilitation 
of the club was beginning, the original club building collapsed. Renovating the old structure was abandoned, 
and construction on the present club house began, replacing the old Art Institute Building. Granger and 
Bollenbacher were again the architects and the contractor was Edward L. Scheidenhelm. To match the Annex, 
the Romanesque Revival style, with Romanesque-inspired rough-faced stone and interlacing foliate 
ornamentation, was selected. Walls are of granite, sandstone and terra cotta. Entrance under a large canopy is 
into a large lobby. On the first three floors of the interior, there are public spaces, including a large lobby on the 
first floor, a two story lounge, library and grill on the mezzanine level reached from the lobby, meeting rooms 
on the second floor, a dining room on the third floor: bedrooms on floors four through six, and additional 
meeting rooms on seven and eight. Imbedded within the club there are areas that serve as Inner Clubs 
containing sitting and dining rooms. A railroad club celebrates the members of the club important to the history 
of railroading in Chicago and contains railroad memorabilia; another club, the 1871 Club, commemorates the 
Chicago fire. The integrity of the interior public spaces is excellent. The lobby, lounge, library, grill, oak room 
on the second floor, the dining room on the third floor, and the upper-floor interior spaces, including the Billiard 
Room, the Buckingham Room and the McCutcheon Room on the eight floor, all have most of their original 
interior finishes and are constantly being refurbished and restored. 



LOCATION AND SETTING 

1 he Chicago Club is located in Chicago, Cook County, in the Loop, Chicago’s business district, with the 
near north side to the north, the near west side to the west and the near south side to the south. The borders of 
the Loop are formed by Lake Michigan on the east, the Chicago River on the north and west and the near south 
side on the south. To the east is South Michigan Avenue and Grant Park. The park, created after 1871 from 
Chicago fire debris that w-as used as landfill, provides the front yard to the Chicago Club. Beyond the park is 
Lake Shore Drive and the shoreline of Lake Michigan. The club's neighbors along South Michigan Avenue’s 
stieelwall. extending from the Chicago Ris er to 8th Street, include other clubs, museums, hotels and office 
buildings that were constructed from 1 890 (the Auditorium Building) to 1984 (the Associates Center). 1 



ff S' 1 ’ S C ° nlnliSSiC ’ n °" Ch ' ca ' 0 Landmarks designated the “Michigan Avenue Streetwall District.” It extends from Randolph 



